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Abstract

Every new style of architecture is based on the principles, methods and
traditions of the previous styles and always has an effect in the course of
time that is worth immortality, which has a logical support and deep
theoretical foundations. The use of geometric shapes in the architecture has
a long history and importance in such a way that they were used in the
construction of most temples and holy places. The importance of numbers
and shapes is evident in the aesthetics of historical and religious places.
Among these, number four and the square-shaped buildings have been
favored by Islamic architects in a symbolic way. The purpose of the present
research is to draw the attention of architects in the construction of Basila
City, the seat of Shah Tayhour's rule in the Kushnameh system, to the
concepts and methods that are based on human experiences and the identity
sequence of human achievements with previous generations and
preconceived notions. Man was created with the ability to respond to the
natural and aesthetic needs of his time. The current research was done with
an analytical-adaptive method and an inductive one, and the main elements
of Islamic architectural aesthetics in the field of practice and opinion are
identified. Also, appearance, strength, stability, symmetry, balance, and
how they affect the construction of Basila City in Kushnameh system have
been investigated.
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1. Introduction

The city, as a determined form of social and human relationships, has a
prominent place in art, history and archeology. This importance is so much
that the establishment of the first cities and the formation of the first urban
institutions is considered as a turning point in the path of the change and
transformation of human societies. Man looks at the world with taste and
displays the objects of the world in his art. For this reason, the "beauty" or
"cognitive beauty" of the city is a central issue that has always been the
focus of art friends, especially architects. Considering that beautifying and
equipping the city against the invasion of foreigners is the first area that can
significantly affect the aesthetic quality of the city, knowing and searching
for the aesthetic features of the city has a special place. These aesthetic
features are inspired by the wisdom and philosophy of life, which is the
guide of man and his actions. It seems that the creation of a beautiful city
where Iranian-Islamic standards and principles of beauty are used has been
more understandable and tangible for people. The human's view of the
surrounding world, especially the interest in social life, are among the
factors that have played a major role in getting used to living together and
the subsequent formation of urban centers. In the opinion of some
sociologists, the city is a social body and the natural habitat of civilized
human beings. Therefore, the beginning of urbanization is considered as a
turning point in human social history. For this reason, the desire of kings
for building cities and their importance is completely obvious and
undeniable through historical texts and traditions. The attribution of the
construction of different places to kings and mythological characters is not
limited to cities, but the construction of villages and palaces is also
attributed to these characters in various historical books. In historical
sources, we come across many narratives reporting that kings used to build
cities and buildings for various reasons. The epic poem Kushnameh, written
by Iranshah bin Abi al-Khair, is one of the texts that address the importance
of building cities from the viewpoint of mythological kings, their



characteristics and the surrounding remarks. One of those cities, Basila, is
the seat of Shah Tayhour’s rule.

2. Methodology

Many dissertations and articles have been written about Kushnameh and its
stories, but none of these efforts have been analyzed in terms of the
aesthetics of the city of Basila. The present research is the first one that
investigates the issue. Based on the theory of aestheticism, the research
analyzes the most important features in the construction of the strong and
magnificent building of Basila, which was used by the poet of Kushnameh.
The data review and analysis is based on aesthetic criteria. The study is
inductively carried out with an analytical-adaptive method and seeks to
answer the question ‘To what extent did the composer of Kushnameh deal
with the Islamic art and the principles of aesthetics governing it?

3. Results and discussion

The discussion about the aesthetic issues of architectural decorations is only
a philosophical and theoretical discussion based on the hypotheses made
through observing the remaining works. What most thinkers and opinion
makers in the field of art believe is that Islamic decorations are more than
just carvings and decorations. Behind so many carvings and in the maze of
geometric motifs, one can find deep concepts of aesthetics based on
religious foundations. Accordingly, in this research, the relationship
between beauty and architecture is examined in such a way that these two
categories are addressed together. In fact, from the viewpoint of
architectural spaces and as concrete examples, the study refers to the
subject of aesthetics and the elements of beauty.

4. Conclusion

In the royal tradition of Iran, one of the duties of the kings was to build
cities. Attributing the construction of some cities to mythological kings is
a sign of the antiquity of the tradition of urban planning in Iran. Considering
the quantitative advantages of number four and its stability in architecture
since long, we see its geometric expression in the quadrilateral places and
find out that the stability and strength is based on the formation of
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quadrilaterals with four angles. For this reason, the first settlements,
temples and residences of rulers were built in a quadrangular shape. The
poet of Kushnameh describes the city of Basila under the influence of
religious verses traditions. As the heaven has rivers flowing under trees, the
city of Basila is also a beautiful garden, full of flowers and greenery with
flowing streams and decorated palaces. Just as the Kaaba is square and
cube-shaped, the city of Basila is also square and equilateral. The author of
Kushnameh made an effort to introduce the city of Basila, the capital of
Tayhour Shah, with the knowledge of the main elements of Iranian-Islamic
architectural aesthetics in the previous periods. He has identified the
external appearance, spatial accessibility and strength and stability, in line
with the external structure of the Kaaba, and then sought to pattern the city
upon those features.
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