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Abstract

Beyhagqi holds a distinctive position in classical Persian historiography due
to his meticulous composition, narrative richness, and politico-
administrative analyses. During the Ghaznavid period, an era dominated by
Ash'arite theological thought predicated on determinism and the acceptance
of divine destiny, the straightforward and unvarnished narration of reality
devoid of omission or apprehension proved to be untenable. This premise
gives rise to the hypothesis that Beyhaqi may have been compelled on
certain occasions to make deliberate omission or choose strategic silence.
Employing an analytical-historical approach through library-based
research and drawing upon primary and secondary sources, this study
addresses the fundamental questions ‘In which domains did Beyhagqi resort
to deliberate silence or omissions?’ and ‘What motivations underlie them?’
The findings indicate that these omissions and silence cases predominantly
occur in the representation of principal actors, the positive services of
certain figures, internal court rivalries and conspiracies, suspicious deaths,
financial corruption of certain personalities, military defeats, internal
insurrections, sectarian and religious activities, the influence of women
within the court, and the recounting of his own personal relationships. The
silence is not attributable to ignorance or forgetfulness; rather, it constitutes
the outcome of ideological, political, and methodological choices within
the framework of courtly historiography. They create a latent presence that,
through deliberate absence, reveals the author's political and value
orientations, functioning as a mechanism for preserving royal legitimacy,
navigating courtly competition, and upholding the ethics of secretarial
conduct.
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1. Introduction

Given that Beyhagqi's intellectual framework was shaped under the Ghaznavid
rule, his reverence for the ruling sultans is rooted in his conviction, derived from
his faith, that monarchs are divinely chosen and successors to the prophets. He
evinces a propensity for circumspection and discipline. Moreover, external
observers (mushrifan) posed a significant impediment to the complete
articulation of truths. Consequently, to write his History, Beyhaqi exercised
caution and prudence, resorting to silence and deliberate omissions in the
narration of certain events. Silence emerges within the context of discourse, and
its deliberateness constitutes fundamental rhetorical conditions for impactful
communication. Deliberateness is inherent in the definition of silence itself, as
silence denotes the intentional abstention from speech despite possessing the
capacity to speak, thereby distinguishing it from ordinary silence born of
negligence. Beyhaqi acknowledges the role of the audience in completing the
text, enabling him to use effective silence. From this perspective, the present
inquiry examines the reasons, motivations, and domains of Beyhaqi's deliberate
silence and omissions. It appears that such strategies in Beyhagqi History are
amenable to discussion across ten distinct fields and dimensions.

2. Methodology

This research has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach,
drawing upon library sources and studies. Initially, Beyhaqi History was
examined, and the data for the subject were extracted and documented.
Subsequently, the collected data were categorized and utilized for the
conceptualization of the research topic.

3. Results and discussion

In Beyhagqi History, omissions are discernible in the representation of primary
narrative agents, manifesting in the attribution of actions to third-person plural
possessive pronouns during Beyhaqi's era, Ash'arite theological thought,
predicated on determinism and the acceptance of divine destiny. Consequently,
one of the modalities of silence in Beyhagqi History involves the substitution of



divine destiny and providence for the principal agent of events. In his
descriptions of coronation ceremonies, the demeanor and speeches of Mas'ud,
wine-drinking, physical stature, power, hunting, palaces, royal thrones, robes of
honor, and bestowals, Beyhaqi adopts a positive and hyperbolic perspective,
thereby magnifying Mas'ud's image while omitting and marginalizing other
individuals and refraining from reference to their virtuous deeds and positive
contributions. Beyhaqi's relative silence concerning the role of certain members
of the royal family in conspiracies against Mas'ud and other prominent courtiers
is indicative of deliberate self-censorship. At the time of composing his history,
he remained in the service of the Ghaznavid court; thus, exposing the names of
traitors could have endangered his life or resulted in his exile. For this reason,
he refrained from disclosing sensitive details and courtly secrets, employing
ambiguous expressions such as "a group of people" and third-person plural
pronouns. Silence on the suspicious deaths of certain figures also represents a
conscious choice, evading the mention of actual causes of death due to his
loyalty to Mas'ud, with the objective of safeguarding the legitimacy of his
sovereignty and preventing the portrayal of Mas'ud as a "fratricide".
Furthermore, the allusions to political crimes and moral failures in the narrative
signify the presence of corruption at the heart of the regime. Regarding the
articulation of financial corruption among courtiers, the reader encounters a
meaningful silence on Beyhaqi's part, which is a conscious strategy aimed at
preserving the image of administrative justice and courtly integrity. The military
defeats of Mahmud and Mas'ud Ghaznavi fall within this same category.
Beyhaqi exclusively highlights their victories; such deliberate omissions or
silences concerning defeats and failed expeditions can be analyzed within the
framework of Ghaznavid ideology concerning jihad and perpetual victory, as
well as the paradigm of courtly historiography. Beyhaqi occasionally refrains
from naming traitorous commanders or governors, or downplays the sultan's
direct role in their suppression. This omission similarly reflects his endeavor to
render these crises innocuous and to preserve an image of governmental unity.
Women in this work are either entirely absent or appear in symbolic and
subsidiary roles. Beyhaqi's silence in this regard can be explained within the
context of gender attitudes, moral considerations, historiographical norms, and
power structures of the Ghaznavid period. It can also be regarded as an indicator
of cultural omission. Beyhaqi's silence regarding sectarian and religious
activities in the regions of Khurasan and Sistan can be attributed to his political
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loyalties, religious orientations, and the historiographical conventions of the
Ghaznavid era. Although Beyhaqi was one of the preeminent secretaries of
Mas'ud's court, he either refrained from referring to his relationship with the
sultan and courtiers or addressed it only in general terms, in order to maintain
apparent neutrality in historiography and to render his work immune from any
suspicion of personal motive.

4. Conclusion

The silence and deliberate omissions in Beyhaqi History are not inadvertent nor
attributable to informational deficits; rather, they serve as an intelligent,
meaning-laden discursive strategy through which one can discern the concealed
layers of his ideology, policies, and professional ethics in Islamic-Persian
historiography. Beyhaqi's deliberate omissions are evident in domains including
the representation of primary actors, the positive services of certain
personalities, internal court rivalries and conspiracies, suspicious deaths,
financial corruption, military defeats, internal insurrections, sectarian activities,
the influence of women in the court, and the recounting of his own relationships.
The reasons for Beyhaqi's conservatism is that imprudence and inattention to
the status of individuals would not have served his interests but would have
diverted him from his objective of conveying news and information to posterity.
It was adherence to moral values and a sense of gratitude that led him to refrain
from fault-finding and exposing weaknesses. It was also scribal training that
inculcated unquestioning obedience to superiors and observance of hierarchical
order. Moreover, there were faith in the inquisitive and discerning minds of
readers capable of grasping profound meanings, the dependence of his life,
position, and livelihood upon the Ghaznavid state, the closed political
environment and governmental despotism, the veneration of Sultan Mas'ud and
the perception of him as pure and immaculate, and Beyhaqi's positive
disposition toward him, stemming from the courtly discourse of that period. The
findings indicate that silence in Beyhagqis History functions as a mechanism for
preserving the legitimacy of the Ghaznavid rule and navigating courtly
competitions.
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