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Abstract

Among the sonnets occasionally attributed to Hafez in various non-
standard manuscripts is a piece beginning with the line “Emrooz shah-e
anjoman-e delbaran yeki hast / Delbar agar hezar bood, delbar-e an yeki
hast”. This poem has also been attributed to Amir Khosrow Dehlavi, Jami,
and Esmat Bukhari, while some sources designate it as the work of an
unknown poet. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach and library
research, this study identifies six poets who have composed istigbal
(literary responses/imitations) to this poem, analyzing these adaptations
through a stylistic lens in comparison with the original sonnet. The findings
indicate that most of the poets who responded to this work were either
mystics or poet-mystics, and the majority of commentators interpret the
beloved (mamdouh) in this poem as God or the Prophet, associating it with
the concept of Wahdat al-Wujud (Unity of Being). Given that the peak of
these imitations occurred during the 8™ and 9™ centuries AH, it is highly
probable that the poem was composed within this timeframe or reached its
zenith of popularity during this era. Furthermore, due to the numerous
imitations by prominent contemporary or near-contemporary poets, the
original author’s identity has remained obscure. Based on the findings of
this research, it is highly likely that this sonnet was composed by Esmat
Bukhari, who himself imitated a poem by Amir Khosrow Dehlavi. Esmat’s
contemporaneity with Hafez, the passage of time, his relative lack of fame
compared to Hafez, and the lack of a standardized collection of his works
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have led to the incorporation of this poem into Hafez’s anthology and its
subsequent fame under his name.

Keywords: Istigbal, Jami, Hafez, Amir Khosrow, Esmat Bukhari, Sonnet.

1. Introduction

In the Persian literature, istigbal refers to the composition of a poem
following the meter and form of another, typically a well-known poem.
Similarly, iqtifa (imitation or emulation) denotes the practice of adhering
to the style, method, or manner of another poet. This process may involve
the imitation of meter, rhyme, diction, tone, and even thematic elements.
At times, poets would engage in iqtifa simply out of an aesthetic
appreciation for a particular poem.

One such sonnet, which appears in an ancient and non-standard
manuscript of Hafez’s anthology, has also been attributed to other poets of
the same era, such as Amir Khosrow Dehlavi, Jami, and Esmat Bukhari.
Various imitations (istigbal) of this sonnet can be observed in anthologies
in these two centuries, including Shah Ni’matullah Wali, Jami, Amir
Khosrow Dehlavi, Salman Savoji, and Ohadi Maraghe’i. Furthermore, in
the biographical anthology of ‘Tadhkirat al-Arifat al-Ashiqin’, the sonnet
attributed to Hafez is specifically ascribed to Esmat Bukhari.

2. Methodology

In this study, a descriptive-analytical approach was employed to examine
this lyric across various manuscripts and critical editions of Hafez’s
anthology. Subsequently, by investigating its history within the context of
Persian poetry, similar lyrics were identified in the collections of other
classical poets. Following a comparative analysis and detailed
investigation, this research has sought to identify the true author of the
poem through a stylistic evaluation.

3. Results and discussion

A stylistic analysis comparing this sonnet with the works of the six
aforementioned poets reveals that the presence of the pen name (takhallus)
‘Hafez’ at the conclusion of the poem has led most sources to attribute it to



him. However, instances of the pen name being transposed to ‘Esmat
Bukhari’ in the final verse have also been observed, suggesting that scribes
or compilers of Hafez’s anthology may have altered the signature due to
thematic similarities.

By comparing the poems of those who engaged in igfifa (imitation) and
istigbal (literary response) regarding this sonnet, it becomes evident that the
aforementioned poets were not its original authors; rather, it is clear that
these poems share a common structure and were composed through mutual
imitation. The argument that the sonnet originally belongs to Esmat
Bukhari is further strengthened by the fact that Esmat Bukhari himself was
an imitator of Amir Khosrow’s istighal and igtifa. Furthermore, based on
the findings, Amir Khosrow appears to be the first poet to have composed
a composite sonnet featuring the rhyme ‘Yeki hast’.

4. Conclusion
The simplicity of the expression in the studied poem is evident, and a brief
reflection reveals that, despite the presence of Hafez’s pen name at the end,
the style of the poem does not align with his characteristic approach. Hafez
typically employs a multilayered and artistic use of rhetorical elements
such as iham (pun), jinas (paronomasia), and other literary devices, while
maintaining a meticulous commitment to both verbal and conceptual
eloquence. Moreover, the vocabulary and thematic content of this sonnet
do not bear a significant resemblance to the known works of Hafez.
Considering the stylistic nature of this poem and its absence from
authoritative, early manuscripts of Hafez’s anthology, this study initially
surveyed the works of poets who were contemporary with Hafez or active
within a century before or after his lifetime. We examined the works of
notable poets, including Anvari, Sanai, Khaqani, Nezami, Saadi, Attar,
Rumi, Khaju Kermani, Fakhr al-Din Iraqi, Hassan Dehlavi, Kamal Ismaili,
Jamal al-Din Abd al-Razzaq, Ubayd Zakani, Kamal Khujandi, and others
whose works were imitated by Hafez. This investigation confirmed that no
sonnet with this specific thyme (qafiyah) and refrain (radif) exists in any
of the critical editions of these poets” works. Consequently, to identify the
potential author and trace the historical progression of this poem, it is
necessary to examine similar sonnets.
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