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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

What distinguishes a poet's work and stamps it with his personal identity is that the poetry
emerges directly from his individual experience and worldview. Consequently, poetic
imagination takes on unique forms, yielding a rich variety of imaginative expressions and a
multitude of poets. Global revolutions and Iran’s Constitutional Revolution provided the
ground for the emergence of individuality in confronting humanity, its shared concerns,
aspirations, and needs. Works arising from this perspective reflect individuality without
detaching from the collective mind, remaining tangible and resonant for the audience.
Through this evolution, the Iranian poet highlights humanity in the mirror of the world,
nature, and immediate surroundings, allowing existential dimensions of thought to manifest at
the slightest stimulus. Among these phenomena, an artwork, or a product of artistic
experience and individual imagination, can trigger the creation of another artwork. Visual
imagery and paintings are particularly thought-provoking in this regard. They are works born
of imagination that, in turn, ignite the imagination. Among the seven arts, the connection
between poetry, music, and painting is especially prominent. As the dominant art form in Iran,
poetry has continuously engaged artists across disciplines. This article focuses on the
comparative analysis of poems inspired by pictorial imagery, specifically examining Tasvir
(The Image) by Amiri Firouzkouhi and Hezareh-ye Dovvom-e Ahou-ye Kouhi (The Second
Millennium of the Mountain Gazelle) by Shafiei Kadkani.

Methodology

The primary aim of this research is the exploration of the "why" and "how" of pictorial
inspiration in the contemporary poetry. Adopting a descriptive, analytical, and comparative
approach, this paper seeks to answer the questions ‘What factors influenced the pictorial
inspiration in Amiri Firouzkouhi's Tasvir and Shafiei Kadkani's Hezareh-ye Dovvom-e Ahou-
ye Kouhi?” and ‘What are the points of convergence and potential divergence between these
two works regarding their artistic inspiration?’

Results and discussion

Comparing Amiri's Tasvir with Shafiei's Hezareh-ye Dovvom-e Ahou-ye Kouhi reveals some
aspects of both artistic imitation and creative innovation. Amiri's poem is composed in a
traditional structure that is nevertheless open to modernity, whereas Shafiei's poem is written
in a modern form deeply rooted in classical tradition. Prosodically, both poems are composed
in the Ramal meter, which is a favored meter in both past and present Persian poetries.
However, while Amiri strictly adheres to equal line lengths and prosodic symmetry, Shafiei
introduces variation in line length, effectively reflecting the cultural and intellectual diversity
of Iran that forms the essence of his poem. Because varied line lengths can make perceiving a
cohesive musical thythm challenging, Shafiei employs music-making techniques across all

linguistic levels, from vowels to entire sentences, to convey a unified musicality to the reader .

The imagery on the pen-case/vase directs Amiri toward the philosophy of creation,
existential questioning, and reflection on human strengths and weaknesses. Conversely, the
imagery on the tiles leads Shafiei on an emotional journey through the Iranian history. One
grieves for the human condition, while the other grieves for Iran. One revives complex
existential questions in search of answers, while the other highlights historical Iran to evoke
emotion, seeking a path with the audience toward reviving the past glory. These two
perspectives originate from distinct intellectual frameworks and artistic sensibilities, showing
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that, even when artistic stimuli share a similar nature, their manifestations vary based on each
poet's core concerns and vision. Amiri finds tranquility beside death, whereas Shafiei searches
for vitality within a tragic history. Neither perspective can be deemed superior; rather, they
represent traditional versus modern worldviews shaped by a historical context, artistic roles,
individuality, and poetic taste.

Conclusion

Amiri Firouzkouhi's Tasvir was inspired by the image of a moving figure depicted on a
porcelain vase, narrated through a focal point centered on both the depiction and the poet. It
analyzes humanity, the transience of the world, and existential inquiries through a
philosophical, mystical, and religious lens infused with literary tradition, particularly the
heritage of the Safavid era. Shafiei Kadkani's Hezareh-ye Dovvom-e Ahou-ye Kouhi was
inspired by tile artwork. Its core rests on emotional reflection and the remembrance of Iran's
heritage, aiming to evoke the reader's emotions. While both poems draw inspiration from
visual imagery and carry a romantic atmosphere, differences arise from their composition
eras, subject matter, individual tastes, and thematic concerns. Amiri's poem uses a hybrid
structure compatible with modernism, while Shafiei's uses a modern form deeply bound to
tradition. Both adopt the Ramal meter. However, Amiri’s equal line lengths, uniform rhythm,
and visual symmetry evoke the monotony of traditional life, whereas Shafiei’s varied line
lengths eliminate visual uniformity, recalling modern humanity's desire for diversity and the
rich heritage of Iranian civilization. Amiri suffers for humanity, while Shafiei suffers for Iran.
Amiri seeks refuge in death amidst despair, whereas Shafiei searches for the vitality of life
amidst adversity. Ultimately, a single source of inspiration yields two distinct artistic
manifestations.
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